
HBC Pulpit Curriculum 
A Most Astonishing Oath  -  John 14: 21 

 
This material is designed to help give you ideas for discussing the sermon profitably. We trust the lifegroup leaders to 
choose the questions that will be most helpful to their groups. No one should feel obligated to complete ALL the 
questions. The reason there is so much material is to offer guidance for those who would like to study the topic more 
fully during their devotion times during the week.  
 
Introduction 
 
Open in prayer.  Read  John 14: 18 – 24. 

Pastor Kurt told the story of William Tyndale who was martyred for his faith.  His only crime was to translate the 

Scriptures into English!  What would motivate him to lay down his life for God’s Word?  This passage gives two 

conditions of man and two rewards from God that demonstrate the precious value of God’s Word.  What about you?  

Are you growing in your love of God’s Word?  How is it becoming more precious to you?  

I. Abounding Affection for the Bible.  “He who has my commandments” 

The verb “has” in this verse means “owning and possessing an emotional affection for God’s Word”.  This is not 

external, but rather this affection must come from our hearts.  In what ways can we cherish His 

commandments?  How can we love His Word and embrace it with our deepest longings and affections?  What is 

Jesus doing when He says “My commandments”?        

 

 

II. Absolute Obedience to His Commandments.  “and keeps them” 

Pastor Kurt said that “Christianity is not a religion of suggestion”.  How seriously do we take the commands in 

Scripture?  Are you sometimes giving yourself the benefit of the doubt about obedience?  Look at John 14: 15, 

23, and 15: 10 and Romans 13:14.  What do these passages say about us and our obedience?   

 

 

 

III. The Profit of Christ’s Promise – Lavish Love from God.  “shall be loved by My Father and I will love him….” 

Obedience has a staggering payoff!   If we are willing to apply God’s Word and let it live within us, God promises 

us His love.   Are we willing to pay the price of communion with God?  What are some examples of joyful 

obedience that have revealed God’s love to you? 

 

 

 

IV. Detailed Disclosure of God – “and will disclose Myself to him”.   

All God’s children desire to know, understand and see God.  If we obey, God promises to reveal Himself to us.  

Read I Cor. 2: 16, Psalm 145.  Describe the Lord from these passages.  How has the Lord manifested Himself to 

you?  Remember the phrase “ad fontes”.  What is our resource for knowing God?  What is your heart’s desire?  

How is obedience a blessing? 

 
 
 
Continue praying for a Worship Pastor and for additional staff.   


