
HBC Pulpit Curriculum 
The Challenge of Europe, by Dr. Vincent Price, Dir. European Christian Mission 

Philippians 1: 1-18 

 
This material is designed to help give you ideas for discussing the sermon profitably. We trust the lifegroup leaders to 
choose the questions that will be most helpful to their groups. No one should feel obligated to complete ALL the 
questions. The reason there is so much material is to offer guidance for those who would like to study the topic more 
fully during their devotion times during the week.  
 
 
Introduction 
 
Open in prayer and then read Philippians 1: 1-18. 

Europe was the original mission field, and was used by God to evangelize the World. Now Europe is, for the most part 

un-churched, and is in great need of the gospel. ECM has a heart for the gospel being preached in Europe, and praise the 

Lord, so does our church. Dr. Price shared his burden for Europe and his thoughts about how we need to live in and 

preach the gospel. 

 

I. The power of the gospel and the progress of the Church (1 & 15-18)  

The mission of the church is to take the gospel where it is not known, where there is no church, and where God 

is not worshipped.  Given America’s strong Christian heritage, what is the current condition of the American 

church?  Why?  What can we do to restore our churches and their vision of the gospel?     

 

 

II. The prayers of Paul (3-4) 

No gospel progress happens without prayer (ECM was founded in 1904 from an all-night prayer vigil.) Is there 

evidence in your life that you value prayer? What are your priorities in praying for missionaries and for world 

evangelism?  How can we make prayer more of a priority? 

 

     

III. Partners of grace (5-7) 

Paul thanked the Philippians for their fellowship, financial support, commitment to preaching the gospel truth, 

and the power of the gospel.  What is your personal plan for reaching your neighbor, your city, the world?    

 

     

IV. Purpose of circumstances (12-14) 

We need to trust God; we may innocently suffer prison, pain, disease.  We don’t know God’s purpose for these 

afflictions, and even Paul’s plans were changed for greater opportunity (II Cor. 2:12.) What examples did Dr. 

Price give of men whose circumstances God changed for His greater glory? How can we use our most difficult 

circumstances to further the gospel in our own sphere of influence? 

 

     

 

Continue praying for a Worship Pastor and for additional staff.  Pray for Pastor Mark and his family, as they 
begin their life here in Hickory!  


