
HBC Pulpit Curriculum 
Strengthening Your Faith: The Friendship of Christ  

John 15: 12-17 

 

 

This material is designed to help give you ideas for discussing the sermon profitably. We trust the lifegroup leaders to 
choose the questions that will be most helpful to their groups. No one should feel obligated to complete ALL the 
questions. The reason there is so much material is to offer guidance for those who would like to study the topic more 
fully during their devotion times during the week.  
 
Introduction 
 
Open in prayer and then read John 15: 12 -17. 

“Friendship is at the marrow of human existence”.  To have a true friend, in this life, is to possess a wonderful blessing.  
Pastor Kurt described his experience of walking with Julie in loving, warm, and godly fellowship as a picture of that 
relationship.  Think about the qualities of the people that you count as friends.  What draws you to them?  Are there 
traits they demonstrate that enhance your affection for them?       

I. Access through the severity of His sacrifice (12,13) 

Jesus was speaking to His disciples during the last hours of His life.  He chose words to reveal the depth of His 
loving relationship with them.  Before Him, He faced the cross – His death would be the foundation of our right 
relationship to Him.  Read Romans 5: 6 -11.  What does God’s word say about those (us) for whom He died?  
What do you have to offer to God so that you are able to become the friend of Jesus?  What do you have to give 
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords?  Are you willing to become His friend?  What have you done with His offer 
to become His friend?   
 

 

 

II. Upgrade from slave to confidant (14) 

In Paul’s letters he models himself to us as a bondservant of Christ.  We follow his example and see ourselves as 

slaves of Christ.  What joy to be His slave!  Yet, in this passage, Jesus “upgrades us” and calls us friends.  Do you 

remember the description that Pastor Kurt gave to us of the vine growing into the branch that has been grafted 

into it?  Discuss this in your group.  How does this affect your heart?  Do you see yourself as a cherished friend 

and confidant who has been grafted into the vine?       

 

 

III. Inclusion in the close counsel of God (15) 

God wants us to know what He is doing.  Read Deuteronomy 29:29.  What is the promise of God?  What is our 
responsibility?   
 

     

IV. Assured affirmative responses to our requests (16) 

God is not a genie.  Do you want Him to answer your prayers?  What does it mean that we pray in the name of 
Jesus?  What were the three ways Pastor Kurt listed from this passage that reveal that God has called us into 
relationship with Him?  Who is our example/standard? 
 

 

Continue praying for a Worship Pastor and for additional staff.  Pray for Pastor Mark and his family as they 
transition to Hickory!   


