HBC Lifegroup Pulpit Curriculum

Snakes, a Stake and a Savior Numbers 21:4 -9

This material is designed to help give you ideas for discussing the sermon profitably. We trust the lifegroup leaders to choose
the questions that will be most helpful to their groups. No one should feel obligated to complete ALL the questions. The reason
there is so much material is to offer guidance for those who would like to further study the topic during their devotion times
during the week. In our experience, many people need some direction for devotions in order to actually have them.

The Insanity of Sin

Throughout the history of Israel, God continually led, protected and provided for the needs of the people. When we arrive
in Numbers 21, He is leading them out of the slavery they had endured in Egypt into the Promised Land. Despite their
many murmurings against God, He continued to demonstrate patience, love, and faithfulness to them. Read Numbers 21: 4
—9. Examine Exodus 15: 24; 16: 2 — 3. Does the attitude of the people in this passage seem irrational to you? Why? Read
Psalm 105. Does this provide a clearer perspective? Why?

1. Reflect on your relationship with the Lord. Do you complain against God without even realizing it? How? What
are some attitudes that reflect a complaining nature? What can be done to change our attitudes?

2.  What has the Lord provided for you that gives you a thankful heart? Give references. Why did Kurt say that all sin
is spiritual insanity?

Recognize the Snake Bite of Rebellion (Numbers 21: 6)
1. Normally we think of death and hardships as being wicked or sent from Satan. Yet, the Lord sent snakes among
His people to bite and kill many because of their rebellious hearts. Why was this a merciful act? What difficulties
has the Lord allowed in your life to transform your own heart and attitude? What was your response?

2. ReadPsalm 119: 67,71, and 75. What do these passages communicate about affliction? Now read I Peter 5: 10.
How does encourage your faith?
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1. What was God’' s i nst r uoplé¢asaremedy for tHd cosseqaencasnfdheitsins Why és it that
we have to face extreme hardships before we are willing to humble ourselves and ask God for mercy? What is the

great enemy of our own souls?

2. After the people cried out, why didtheLor d | eave t he snakes? Was that
in your life to help you draw near to Him?
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1. Describe how you imagine the Israelites gazed at the bronze serpent. What might keep an Israelite from looking at
the bronze serpent? Read John 3: 14. In what ways does the bronze serpent symbolize Christ?

2. When we look at the cross do we identify with the suffering Jesus willingly endured for us? Do we see our sins
holding Him there? Does this impact our hearts? Is it possible to know all the facts about Jesus and not be saved?
What would be the wrong kind of looking at Jesus? Look at these passages to help: Jeremiah 29: 10 — 14; Hebrews
12:1-2; Isaiah 45: 22.

Please pray for a Worship Pastor to come soon.

Gospel Memory Verses Z Romans 3: 23; Isaiah 53: 6 z All Have Sinned



