
 HBC Lifegroup Pulpit Curriculum 

Water or Gas? The Power of Your Tongue -- James 3:2-12 

 

This material is designed to help give you ideas for discussing the sermon profitably. We trust the lifegroup leaders to 

choose the questions that will be most helpful to their groups. No one should feel obligated to complete ALL the questions. 

The reason there is so much material is to offer guidance for those who would like to further study the topic during their 

devotion times during the week. In our experience, many people need some direction for devotions in order to actually 

have them. 

 

I. The Mighty Power of Your Miniscule Tongue (v. 2-5a) 
a. Link between tongue & heart Mt. 12:34 

b. Is it easy to control a horse or ship? Why or why not? 

c. What must you do to maintain control of a horse or ship? 

d. Take inventory of whether or how much you display the 5 Attitudes of a Sword-Thrusting Tongue 

(rate yourself 1-10, 1-never, 10-always) 

i. Pride (stating your point w/o seeking the other person’s perspective) 

ii. Slander (tearing others down) 

iii. Haste (ex. Speaking out of anger) 

iv. Gossip 

v. Factious (trying to cause divisions) 

 

II. The Destructive Power of Your Depraved Tongue (v. 5b-8) 
a. How do we receive a sanctified tongue? (Read Jer. 31:31-34, Isa. 6:1-7, II Cor. 5:17, Gal. 2:20) 

b. Do we justify our speech when our circumstances are difficult (tired, sick, stressed)? Should we? 

c. T.H.I.N.K. – use this acronym (coined by FCA?) to help: Is it True, Helpful, Inspired, Necessary, Kind? 

d. Once we have recognized we have hurt someone with our tongue, what should we do? (Hint: think 

about last week’s sermon on forgiveness) 

 

III. The Revealing Power of Your Raw Tongue (v. 9-12) 
a. What does your tongue say about your eternal destiny? 

b. Ask your spouse, friends, leaders, children, mentor, how they perceive your words and tone. 

c. Look up Pr. 15:4, Pr. 25:11-12, Pr. 10:11 

d. How do you rate in the 5 attitudes of a life-giving mouth? 

i. Edifying (Eph. 4:29) 

ii. Self-control (Pr. 15:28) 

iii. Timely & Tactful Words (Pr. 25:11-12) 

iv. Worshipful Tongue (Ps. 35:28, Rev. 5:12-13) 

v. Quality Control (Ps. 39:1, Pr. 21:23) 

 

3 Clear Commands for Proper Use of Your Tongue: 
1. Take Control (Pr. 12:18) 

2. Take Caution 

3. Water or Gas? 

 

Challenge: Choose 1 Scripture that has spoken to you to memorize over the next week. If you need direction, try 

these: Rom. 3:23 and Isa. 53:6 (we’ll be giving out verses relating to the Gospel over the next several weeks). 

 

Please pray for a Worship Pastor to come soon. Remember to work on your Gospel h/w assignment. 


