
HBC Lifegroup Pulpit Curriculum 

Freed for Forgiveness Matthew 18: 21 - 35 

(The parable of the Ungrateful Servant) 

I. How does God offer forgiveness? 

A. By example 

B. By choice 

C. By mandate 

II.  What misperceptions does the world have about forgiveness? 

III. How do YOU offer forgiveness? 

The Parable of the Ungrateful Servant 

1. Follows v.15-20 which cover how to deal with an unrepentant sinner 

2. Who is this parable addressed to (believers or unbelievers)? How do we know this? (v. 23, whole chapter theme) 

3. God’s example (v.30-34) 

God is filled with ________________________ (Mk. 1:40-41) 

4. God’s choice 

a. The sinner was ____________________________ (Mt. 18:26) 

Read Ps. 51 for a great example of how to repent 

b. Did God forget the sin? (Ps. 103:12, Jer. 31:33-34, Isa. 44:22, Eph. 1:13) 

What is especially precious in God choosing to refer to east and west rather than north and south in Ps. 103? 

5. What happens to us if we, like the ungrateful servant, choose to NOT forgive? 

a. Consider what the king did in the parable. Read Heb. 12:14-17and Pr. 11:17. 

b. How do we repay our debt? (Col. 3:13, Eph. 4:32) 

c. Can we forgive in the flesh or do we need the Spirit in us? 

6. What are some misperceptions the world has about forgiveness? 

a. When we sin, ultimately, whom are we sinning against? (Ps. 51:4) 

b. Is saying you are sorry the same thing as seeking forgiveness? Why or why not? 

Pastor Jon offered us a contrast between an apology and seeking forgiveness. 
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Freed for Forgiveness Matthew 18: 21 - 35 

See if you can fill in the following chart: 

      An apology    Seeking Forgiveness 

Apologies dump feelings   Forgiveness deals with faults 

Apologies desire relief         Forgiveness desires reconciliation 

Apologies are self-focused  Forgiveness is others-focused or God-focused 

Apologies seek a conclusion  Forgiveness seeks a commitment 

Apologies cover up   Forgiveness confesses up 

Apologizing is not taught in the bible. It says to ask for forgiveness. 

Greek “apologeia” means to defend oneself in a court of law, you may feel bad about what happened but you 

don’t take responsibility for wrong-doing. Do apologies put the offender or the offended in the driver’s seat? 

7. Are we required to forgive people who refuse to repent or acknowledge responsibility? Why or why not? Consider 

Rom. 5:8, I Jn. 4:10 and 19, Luke 23: 34. 

8. Is forgiveness the same thing as trusting the person? Can you find Scripture to back up your view? 

9. Does forgiving mean denying that a wrong was done or acknowledging that you were wronged and choosing to 

forgive anyway? 

10. When someone seeks your forgiveness, is it better to say, “Nothing to forgive” or to respond “Yes, I forgive you”? 

11. There is a place for an apology. When do you apologize and when do you seek forgiveness? 

12. What does forgiveness look like practically? 

a. I choose not to bring up the offense to the offender again. 

b. I choose not to bring up the offense to _____________ again. 

c. I choose not to bring up the offense to myself again. 

13. What role does patience play in the process of reconciliation? 

Consider Ex. 34:6-7, Jn. 16:8-11 

14. What are our 2 choices when someone offends us? 

a. 1 Peter 4:8 – we forgive without confronting 

b. Mt. 15:18 – confrontation process: me, we, publicly 

 


